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happiness enjoyed. Vice and luxury lead to universal
selfishness, and selfishness, by sacrificing the interests and
happiness of others to individual gratification mars and
interrupts the general welfare. I was lately shocked to
find from some official documents, that of -all who are
annually born in Paris, one fourth are deserted by their
parents, and of all who die, one tenth end their days in a
hospital. What a frightful picture of vice and wretched-
ness do these facts exhibit! In vain will the nation seek
in the triumphs of its arms, and the splendor of its arts
and sciences, a compensation for this extinction of natural
affection, and this wide spread destitution and suffering.
May our republican simplicity and religious habits never
be exchanged for the magnificence, heartlessness and
wretchedness of France.
You will have heard, before this reaches you, of the
result of our election. It was unexpected, and astonishing,
and affords another proof of the instability of popular
favour. Rochester, whose very name was scarcely known
in the State, nearly succeeded in ousting Mr. Clinton;
and the Bucktails have elected a Lieutenant Govr and
have a majority in both houses of the Legislature. It is
impossible to explain satisfactorily this sudden revolu-
tion in public opinion. Clinton had done nothing since
the last election to render him unpopular, and his friends
could scarcely believe that any serious opposition wd be
made to his election; yet his majority is only about 3000.
Many of his friends have declared for Jackson as the
next Pres* in preference to Adams; and it is supposed that
the suspicion that Clinton was opposed to the general
administration had an influence on the election; for it
cannot be doubted that Adams is the choice of New
York. Rochester was known to be a decided Adams man,

